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CONNOISSEUR. 
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Qi: : fini BETWEEN. Ne. fit asi’ 


A TEA-TABLE and a CARD-TABLE. 


TEA-TABLE. 


HORI s £30, Madam —tlhiefe are firie hours, I muft 
ame confefs! It -is now paft four o’clock ; and 
ay and your py ey have been making 





cry’ out fhidme upon you. I wonder what 
pleafure it can ‘be for fifty or an hundred: perfons to-meet 

together and employ the whole night at Cribbage, Brag,’ 
and Whift. For my part, I am fare I had rather live inan 
6E herb~’ 
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herb-celfar, and entertain wafherwomen over their halfs 


quatterns of bohea with'a glafS of gin between every cup 
than lead fitch an itregular life as you do, ~~~ = eb 


CARD-TABLE. 


AndI, Madam, ‘had ‘rather tive in filthy aléhou 
afid be poiforted- with: the grealy cards of Borters and 
men, than Jead fuch an ‘infipid lifeasyou do. You are, 
indeed, the delight of city-wives and maid fervants: but I 
blefs my ftars, Iam careffed by perfons of the firfty rank 
and fafhion, and am known to keep the beft company. 


TEA- ber ara 


Madam, if the. truth was * known, you have no reafon 
to boaft much of ‘your company. ‘fs it not notorious that 
you entertain the very worft of people? People that want 
common honefty, cheat’ of Quality, and Right Honour- 
able fharpers,, Who had you, this night with you? 
There was my Lord ——, and Lady , and Sir ‘fobn 
Thefe, indeed, are your perfons of the firft 
rank and fafhion: but, to {peak the truth, they are no 
better than pick-pockets. 











CARD-TABLE. 

I don’t wonder you fhould :grow fo abufive, as your ta- 
lent for fcandal has always been remarkable, But pray, 
Madam, fince you talk of company, what fort of people 
are your particular cronies? You are pleafed to upbraid me’ 
with conniving at, fharpers: and I am fure you affociate 
with. vile _punps and go-betweens. . Who are they that 
ufually compofe your morning-leves ? A milliner perhaps, 
or a mantua~maker, or a French hair-cutter: and thefe fort 
of gentry, you muft own, are very commode in carrying 
on other bufinef befides what they profefs, Nay did not 


you 
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you admit Captain the other morning to & private 
téte a2 téte converfation with the lady of this houfe, and 
in her very bed-chamber ? 


TEA-TABLE, 
For that fatt vifiter I muft-own myfelf obliged to you, 
Madam. ‘The Debt of Honour, as you call it; in whicly 
you had involved her ladyfhip over night, they thought fit 
to cancel the next morning. And give me leave to tell 
you, Madam, that fince the ladies have fo much frequented 
your company, ‘many of therti ‘have been firft cheated’ of 
their money, and afterwards cajoled out of their virtue,’ 


° 


CARD- TABLE, 
This is always your way——«your whole delight is ja 
abufing other people, propagating malicious tales, and flan- 
dering reputations, But remember what thé Poet fays, 


Who fteals my purfe feals trash ——— 
‘But be who filches from me iy good name, &c, 


The linesare very common, I need not repeat them to you, 


TEA-TABLE. 


If they had not been very common, and taken out of a 
play befides, I thonld have wondered to hear you quote 
them. For whocan be more illiterate than your friends 
and acquaintance? Hoyle’s Treatife on Whift is almoft the 
only book they have ever read: and as the mind of man, 
before it -has received any ideas, has been compared to a. 
white fheet of paper, we may fay that a gamefter’s mind is. 
a mere pack of cards, and has no impreffions beyond the 
pips and the Four Honours. 


CARD-TABLE, 
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, CARD- TABLE, 


“To be fate, fitedial, I muft acknowledge your iain 
underftanding ; you have fuch prodigious opportunities of 
improving yourfelf ! Can ‘any thing, for inftance, be fo plea- 
fant and inftructive'as your chit-chatsand goffipings with the 
good city-wives over their Aifartete tea and a  a.Rege Bitte of 
bread and buttér ! , 


 TEA-TABLE, | | 

.»Butrean,aty thing be fo infipid (to fay no worle of it), 
as the polite.jargon, which.makes up the whole of. your 
converfation over a pack of cards! In this, indeed, you 
put thofe of the highefttankand-fenfé- upon a level with 
the loweftiarid mioft -ignorant-of. the vulgar; for gamefters 


havé the famé ‘language whether in an alehoufe or a-draw>, 


ing-goorh > did I. would as. .foon liften to a fet of draymen 
fquabbling about their half-pence at All-Fours and One- 
and-Thirty, as.to,the club at White’s wrangling for thou- 
fands... The talk of either party is altogether confined to 
their different games ; atid if the genteel. gamefter, “upos 
every turn of the cards againft him, damns himfelf with 
a good grace, the drayman bluntly pours out a volley of 
the fame oaths. But I thould not fo much quarrel with you 
for having feduced the men, if you had not fo ftrangely in- 
fatuated the ladies, who feem more particularly defigned 
for my company. ‘I am now looked upon as a mete in- 
cumbrance ;* and they think every moment that is loft: upon’ 
mie, very tedious, while it detains them from your ‘réfined 
pleafurres. - The women of this country ufed to be adrnired’ 
for their virtues as well as ‘their beauty : but fince you have’ 
engrofled fo much of their time and thoughts, at the fame 
time_that you haye fpoiled their faces, you have corrupted 


their morals, 
CARD-TABLE, 





KUM 





KUM 
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CARD-FABLE. 


. °) “Beir omiorals, Madant! ° 


vs co BRAT ABLE, | 
- |. know’ youemake a jeft of morality ; and every other 


 confideration- gives way; when: ence the ‘love. of play is 
_ ‘predominant. Fer example;— What an! alteration: have 


‘you made in the lady ofthis houfe ? 1 afed t6 ‘fee ‘her every 
morning, as blooming asa refe; nor had ‘the any need of 
paint to repair the damages you have’ fluce’ done: ker; ‘by 
keeping her up all night..:.Ag prefent: loam feldom:- admit. 
ted to her before the afternoon; and till fhe has new 
dreffed her face, fhe appears as hagged and as frightful as 
your Qyeen of Clubs, Before fhe fell into your company 
fhe had proper’ notions of virtue; but you foon reduced 
her to the neceffity of parting with both her honour and 


honefty. In fhort, the now is——what I don’t chufe to 
call her, 


CARD-TABLE. 


Honour and honefty! ha, ha.— Upon my word, you 
are a ftrange old fafhioned creature. I fuppofe, we thall 
have you talk of religion too, 


TEA-TABLE. 


Why really, Madam, I muft own that your acquain- 
tance plainly enough manifeft by their conftant practice a 
thorough difregard to every thing facred. They particu- 
larly take a pride in violating the Sabbath ; and your com- 
pany is the more acceptable among people of fafhion upon 


that day, becaufe you dare not then fhew your face in any 
fober family, 


6F CARD-TABLE. 
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CARD-TABLE, 

Nay, now I have done with, you, finee. you are {uch 
a low creature as to look upon Sunday as more holy than 
any other day. You are fit, indeed, ‘to live in a fine lady’s 
houfe, and to have any {cruples of religion. about you ! 
But harkye,—We are to have a grand route here upon Good- 
Friday; and I would advife you to get down into the 
kitchen among the maids, where you may fhew your ree 
gard to the day, by feafting them with Bohea of fix fhil- 
lings a pound, and hot crofs buns, And pray, Madam, let 
me hear no more of your religion. 
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